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NAVAL SURGEONS.

In the British navy there is an express law in regard to the age of a
medical candidate for office, and we have an impression that in the United
States naval service, the candidate for an assistant surgeon shall not be
over twenty-six years of age. Admitting this to be the fact, then it is
useless to seek a commission if the applicant happens to be one or two
years older. But it behooves the Government to modify such a requisi-
tion. The newspapers have lately been ringing abroad the mortifying-
intelligence that there are not surgeons enough attached to the service to

equip the outward bound government vessels, and one is well known to
have been detained a whole week for the want of a medical officer, and
finally sent to the Coast of Africa with only one surgeon on board. There
is no reason why a surgeon of competent qualifications, even if he should
be forty-five years old, should not be gladly received by the naval depart-
ment, if he is willing to lake up with its scanty fare and poor compensa-
tion. We speak of the service in this light, in reference to the exposition
made in a pamphlet some few weeks since at Baltimore, by one who
seems to know every rope in the ship of State.

As it now stands, a young, inexperienced tyro, who can sustain
himself in an examination according to the precise letter of the text-
book, is thankfully received by the Government; while a learned, expe-
rienced man, of mature judgment and skill in the practice of medicine
and surgery, is cast off, if he is past, even by a month, the precise period
at which wisdom is supposed to shine transcendantly—six and twenty, for
example.

University of New York.—A circular for the next lecture season of the
new school of medicine is circulating. The cost of erecting the Stuy-
vesant Institution, which has been recently purchased by the Faculty at
their own expense, was $120,000. It will, of course, be called hereafter
the Medical College. The success of the school thus far has equalled
the most sanguine expectations, and the prospects for the future are re-

presented to be highly flattering.

Iodine and Sulphur Baths.—An apology should be made for having
inadvertently neglected to apprise the profession that Dr. Durkee, who,
as will be seen by an advertisement, has a private Hospital for Invalids
at No. 26 Howard street, has succeeded admirably in constructing the io-
dine and sulphur baths. The estimation in which they are held in
Europe is well known to medical readers; but there were certain diffi-
culties to be overcome, that were feared might operate against the use of
iodine as a bath on this side the Atlantic. The proprietor, however, with
the aid of ingenious mechanics, has obviated any apprehended obstacles,
and may well be gratified with the results of his persevering efforts to
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give to physicians of the city and environs the use of a new and power-
ful medicinal agent in the cure of diseases. These baths are made to
resemble, as nearly as may be, in their nature and effects, the celebrated
springs of Virginia.

The Student's Medical Library.—Messrs. Lea & Blanchard announce
a coming series of text-books for medical students—being elementary
works on the various branches of medical science—and each one com-

plete in itself, in a single volume. It is surprising that some ingenious
publisher has not attempted this plan before. If the books are selected
with care, and systematically arranged, we are satisfied that they would
not only be exceedingly useful, but be recommended by all the medical
schools on the score of their being an approach towards a uniform course of
medical study throughout the United States. When the works are ready,
reasonable notice will be given, and their value to the student fearlessly
estimated.

Phrenology applied to Marriage.—This is an ingenious, argumenta-
tive production, by Mr. L. N. Fowler, the phrenologist, who is extensively
known for his personal devotion to the science. The object is to instruct
the ignorant in the principles of phrenology and physiology, as applied
to man's social relations. There is also an analysis of the domestic
feelings. " Be ye not unequally yoked together," is the author's motto—
which, we apprehend, comes too late in the day for some readers.
Mr. Fowler is unquestionably right in asserting that great physical and
moral evils have their origin in a bad matrimonial connection. But so

long as the race are more under the guidance of propensities, than en-

lightened reason, marriages will continue to be contracted pretty much as

they always have been, from the first dawn of civilization—some for bet-
ter and some for worse. We give Mr. Fowler credit for ingenuity, be-
nevolent intentions, and philosophical honesty.

Thomsonian Convention.—A convention was held at Albany week be-
fore last, in the Supreme Court Room, by the Thornsonians, or, as they
are sometimes called, botanic physicians. Upwards of eighty delegates
were present, who acted upon the business before them with unanimity.
It was resolved to petition the Legislature till they are relieved from the
existing legal restraints. Committees were appointed to prepare an ad-
dress to the people of the State. It was also resolved to publish a
Thomsonian Almanac. After transacting various matters, of pretty much
the like importance, the Convention adjourned to the Wednesday
evening following—since which no advices have been received.

Castleton Medical College.—The spring session of the Castleton Medi-
cal College was closed on Thursday, the 9th inst. The public exercises
of the occasion were held in the brick church, in order as follows :—Mu-
sic, instrumental and vocal; prayer, by Rev. J. Steele ; music; confer-
ring degrees, by the President; music; an appropriate address to the
class, by Professor Hamilton ; music ; benediction.
The degree of Doctor of Medicine, in course, was conferred on James

S. Ayres, of N. Y. Thesis—Thomsonism; Ezra S. Carr, N. Y.,
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Medical Botany ; James S. Dayton, of Vt., Synochal Fever ; Ebenezer
H. Drury, of Vt., Pneumonia; Jonathan B. French, of N. Y., Epi-
lepsy; Samuel Galentine, of N. Y., Acute Rheumatism; Erasmus D.
Hall, of Vt., Chronic Gastritis ; Dr. Ansel G. Jones, of N. Y ..Rejection of
Alcohol from the Materia Medica; Zara W. Joslin, of N. Y., Phrenology ;
George F. Newell, of L. C, Diagnosis of Tubercular Phthisis Pulmona-
lis ; David E. Page, of Vt., Fœtal Circulation ; Jesse D. Smith, of N. Y.,
Vis Medicatrix Natures; H. Jtidson Squire, of N. Y., Diagnosis;
Charles Warren, of Mass., Signs derived from the Circulating System ;
Rollin C. M. Woodward, of Vt., Phlegmasia Alba Dolens.
The honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred on Dr.

Alexander Ayres, of N. Y. ; Dr. Edmund F. Grant, of N. Y. : and T.
H. D'Wolf, M.D., of Mass.

Medical Convention of Ohio.—The fifth regular meeting of this pri-
mary assembly commenced in the city of Cincinnati, on Monday, the 16th
of May, and remained in session five days. Near one hundred members
were in attendance, representing many of the interior counties of the
Slate.
The following papers and reports were read during the sitting of the

Convention :—

1. The influence of heat and cold on the animal system, by G. W.
Boerstler, M.D. 2. Modus operandi of medicines, by J. P. Harrison,
M.D. 3. Syphilis, by R. D. Mussey, M.D. 4. Causes and treatment of
milk sickness, by John Dawson, M.D. 5. Topography, climate and dis-
eases of Scioto, by G. B. S. Hempstead, M.D. 6. Report on the Eaton
Medical Society, by Pliny M. Crurne, M.D. 7. Report on the Warren
County Medical Society, by E. Fisher, M.D. 8. Laws of organic life,
by E.'A. Atlee, M.D. 9. Diseases of the heart, by N. Worcester, M.D.
10. Wounds of the intestines, by S. D. Gross, M.D. 11. Report on ani-
mal magnetism, by R. Thompson, M.D. 12. Periodical influence of a
miasmatic diathesis upon local inflammation, and general diseases of a

continuous character, by W. J. Barbee, M.D. 13. Pathology of Fever,
by J. P. Harrison, M.D. 14. Prejudices against the profession, by M.
B. Wright, M.D.
The papers read before the Convention gave indubitable evidence of

accurate thought and profound research on the part of the authors ; and,
while many of them exhibited the bold originality of the West, they were

all characterized by an evident acquaintance with their subjects, and good
general views, that would have done honor to any medical association
of Europe or America. Those who were present at this Convention
were convinced that western physicians have the ability to reason and de-
duce principles, unaided by transatlantic genius. Although the luminaries
of the West may not extend their rays to other climes, yet, not acting as

satellites to any system, nor assuming the borrowed plumage of others,
they rest secure upon an immutable basis, uninfluenced by the many ephe-
meral illusions that agitate the philosophical world.—Western Lancet.

Vegetable Diet. By Robert Dick, M.D.—In reference to a very in-
teresting case reported by Mr. Rowbotham (of a child severely afflicted
with ulcers, which had continued for eighteen months, and who was soon
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cured by a diet of ripe fruits, honey, &c), I beg to state that I can bear
very strong testimony to the remarkable good effects of a diet of vegeta-bles (one of acidulous fruits more especially) in many forms of cutaneous
disease. It may be stated as a general rule, that when a cutaneous
eruption depends on hepatic derangement (not organic), characterized bypain, tumidity, and profuse secretion of the liver; by dark-colored stools
(and more especially if these produce ardor ani) ; by yellow-coated
tongue ; bitter morning taste of the mouth ; accelerated pulse ; dry heat
of skin, and nocturnal sleeplessness, the judicious adoption of a vegeta-ble diet will be found a most efficacious means of removing that condi-
tion of the digestive organs and that constitution of the blood from which
the eruption and the unpleasant symptoms enumerated result. This I
have pointed out elsewhere, and endeavored to explain, and recent expe-
rience has corroborated the views there stated.—London Lancet.

Extirpation of the Scapula and portion of the Clavicle—Extirpation
of the Testicle in the same Individual.—The following case is most in-
teresting from the complicated nature of the injuries and the serious ope-
rations required. A boy, 14 years old, employed at the cannon foundry
at Cairo, was wounded in several places from the accidental explosion of
a cannon loaded with stones, bricks and similar substances. At the mo-
ment of explosion he was stooping, with his back to the cannon, and his
legs widely separated, raising a water-jar from the ground. Some of
the projectiles struck him on the left lumbar region, others passed between
his thighs, lacerating the left scrotum, and dividing the left spermatic
cord ; but the majority of them struck the left shoulder, causing exten-
sive laceration and fracture. The divided spermatic artery was tied, and
the testicle, together with several small pieces of brick, was removed, and
the contused and lacerated integuments being cut away, the edges of the
wound were brought together. The neck of the humérus was literally
smashed, and the surrounding integuments and muscles dreadfully torn
and contused, leaving at the inside of the arm a small portion of skin,
scarcely sufficient for a flap, uninjured. Amputation at the shoulder-joint
was performed, but on examining afterwards the scapula, it was also
found to have been shattered in several places. This, together with the
insufficiency of the flap, determined Gaetani-Bey on prolonging his in-
cisions, and removing the whole of the scapula, together with the acro-
mial end of the clavicle. The lacerated integuments were fashioned so
as to form a covering to this extensive wound, and twenty-four days from
the operation the lad had completely recovered.—Archives Chirurg.,
Française et Etrang.—Ibid.

Division of the Muscles of the Back—In an article in the " Gazette
Médicale," M. Guerin endeavors to refute the objections raised by M.
Bouvier against his theory of the dependency of spinal distortions on
muscular contraction, and the applicability of tenotomy to their cure.
For the present we will simply notice M. Guérin's theory, reserving to
some future No. a summary of the different theories on this class of af-
fections. According to M. Guerin, spinal distortions should be classed
with club-foot, wry-neck, &c, and that as the muscles of the foot, leg,
knee, &c, by their contractions produce certain deformities, which, arising
from the same cause, perverted muscular action, present the same general
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character, and require for their relief the same operation, division of the
contracted muscles ; so, also, curvature of the spine may be considered as
the club-foot of the back, depending on the contracted stale of the mus-
cles of this region, and requiring for its cure their division.—Ibid.

The Epidemics among Cattle.—There are now raging throughout the
greater part of England and Ireland, and some districts of Scotland, epi-
demics among horses and cattle of a most fatal character. They are al-
together different from those that have lately prevailed, both in the cha-
racter which they assume and the increased mortality by which they are
attended. Sheep are rapidly beginning to be involved in the general de-
struction.—Veterinarian, May, 1842.

To Correspondents —Dr. Schmidt's case of division of the masseter muscle
was received too late for this week.—The surgical testimony in regard to a cer-
tain controverted case is received, and is under consideration.

Died —In Roxbury, Rufus Wyman, M.D., 64, long and extensively known as
the Superintendent of the McLean Asylum for the Insane at Charlestown.—In
Pittsfield, Mass., 16th inst., Moses A. Lee, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica
and Pharmacy in the Berkshire Medical Institution, 36.—In New York, Ethan
Allen Ward, M.D., 37.—At Glen Cove, Long Island, N. Y., Dr. Thomas Garvie,
69, formerly of Perth, Scotland.
Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending June 25, 34 —Maies, 18 ; Females, 16. Stillborn, 4.
Of consumption, 3—fits, 2—disease of the heart, 2—scarlet fever, 3—inflammation of the lungs, 2

—child-bed, 1—typhus faver, I—convulsions, 1—rupture of bloodvessel, 1—old age, 1—lung fever, 1—
marasmus, 2—dropsy in the head, 2—infantile, 3—apoplexy, 2—tic douloureux, J—cholera infantum,
1—brain fever, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 1—liver complaint, 1—measles, 1—unknown, 1.

MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY.
Censors' Meeting.—There will be a meeting of the Censors of the Society and of the First Medical
District on Wednesday, the 27th day of July, at 4 o'clock, P. M., at the house of the subscriber, No. 9
Franklin street, Boston. Je 29—eptm JOHN JEFFRIES, Secretary ofCensors.

CASTLETON MEDICAL COLLEGE.
FALL COURSE OF LECTURES

The Fall Course of Lectures will be commenced on the first Thursday, 4th of August, and be con-
tinued fourteen weeks.

James McClintock, M.D., President, Professor of General, Special and Surgical Anatomy.
Joseph Perkins, M.D-, Registrar, Professor of Materia Medica, Therapeutics and Obstetrics.
David M. Reese, M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine.
Chauncey L. Mitchell, M.D., Professor of Physiology, General Pathology, and Operative

Obstetrics.
James McClintock, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery.
Alfred C. Post, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmic Anatomy and Surgery,
William P. Russell, M.D., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence.
Ezra S. Carr, M.D., Professor of Chemistry, Pharmacy, and Natural History.
John W. Snowden, Prosector ofAnatomy.

Fees for the course, $50. Matriculating fee, $5. Fee for those who have attended two full courses
at other regular medical institutions, $10. Graduation fee, $16. Expense of boarding, &c. $1,50 to
$2,25 per week.
During the present term about sixty surgical cases have been prescribed for, and operated upon be

fore the class. JOSEPH PERKINS, Registrar.
Castleton, Vt., May 26, 1842. Je. 29.—tA4

PRIVATE HOSPITAL IN BOSTON.
Silas Durkee, M.D., Member of the Massachusetts Medical Society, and of the Boston Medical
Association, has taken the large and convenient house No. 26 Howard Street, Boston, and fitted it up
as a PRIVATE HOSPITAL for INVALIDS.
In important and difficult cases, the services of the most skilful and experienced physicians in the

city will be had in consultation ; and patients who place themselves under the care of Dr. D.,
and who wish to avail themselves of the advantages of a private Hospital, may be assured that every
effort will be made for their comfort and well being.
An apartment has been fitted up with apparatus for administering the Iodine Bath, Sulphur Bath,

and other medicated baths, as recommended by Dr. Green, of London, in the treatment of various
chronic diseases. Terms, $6 to $lo per week.
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